
An online map search indicates that there are four military bases within 
a 35-mile radius of Penryn, and sixteen within a 75-mile radius. It seems 
any of these could be the target of a missile from Russia, as the 
Ukrainian war escalates, thanks to British and American missiles now 
being used against Russia. This is rather alarming, and one wonders 
how we have arrived at this point, with the decision to allow the use of 
British missiles against Russia not having been discussed beforehand 
in Parliament. This suggests that we the public are being bypassed as 
politicians and military bosses bring us ever-closer to World War III – 
and it could be nuclear! It so happens that several independent 
journalists and campaigners have been warning us about these dangers 
for a while, but many of them are subject to state repression in the form 
of imprisonment and arrest under the Terrorism Act. Doubters should 
look up names like Craig Murray, Jackson Hinckle, Asa Winstanley and 
Sarah Wilkinson. Furthermore, several anti-war activists who have 
taken direct action against the Israeli war machine in this country are 
currently behind bars. Meanwhile, and by contrast, we are told that the 
issuing of arrest warrants against the prime minister and former defence 
chief of Israel is “outrageous.” These are men responsible for the 
deaths of tens of thousands of innocent Palestinians (who had nothing 
to do with October 7) and the destruction of property and infrastructure 
probably running into billions of dollars, not to talk of emotional and 
psychological trauma that will take generations to heal. Apartheid South 
Africa once seemed invincible, and they had the cooperation of Western 
leaders in painting freedom fighters as terrorists. The same was done 
with the Land and Freedom Army (the Mau Mau), and others all over 
European Empires. One of the chants regularly heard on pro-Palestine 
marches here and elsewhere is “Where people are occupied, resistance 
is justified!” Formerly-colonised peoples eventually shook their 
oppressors off their backs, at great cost, and sadly, too many of them 
then became oppressors themselves. The decision to starve poor 
“illegal” gold miners in South Africa is one example, and here in the UK, 
one wonders where senior African-descended politicians (who would 
not be in post without the activism and struggle of many who went 
before) will be placed on the oppressed/oppressor spectrum. I’m 
thinking of people like the Leader of the Opposition and the Foreign 
Secretary. History however tells us that despite the inevitable existence 
of collaborators, justice will always prevail. 
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