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Very many of us here have our origins in places that were colonised by British and/or other European powers,
where our ancestors seemed almost powerless as the European elites exploited our lands, our people and our
resources for the benefit of themselves and their home countries. Having won independence, it then took us
several years or decades before it became clear that the foreign elites had only been replaced by local ones
who to this day carry on the exploitation, for the benefit of themselves, and again, the same foreign countries
and elites from whom they learned the chicanery. Though set in the middle to latter part of the last century, this
play reminds us of the struggles that were waged in order to rid the people of Africa and the Diaspora of the
burden of exploitation, as well as of the lengths to which the Establishment went to paint those that struggle as
troublemakers, terrorists or whatever. As we watch things around the world being as bad, and in some cases,
worse, than they were in previous decades, we realise that it is clearer now than it has ever been, that in this
country as well as other major powers, the same thing pertains: we have a small elite exploiting the vast
majority of people, and are now beginning to do so with as much audacity, arrogance and shamelessness as
happens in the parts of the world that they are so quick to criticise. With that increased knowledge (which is
sometimes easy to forget with the propaganda that the media continues to feed us) comes increased militancy,
and some of us artists seek to play our part by telling stories such as the ones we are sharing today, in a bid to
encourage us all to appreciate the strength we have when acting collectively, in solidarity with one another,
and in rallying behind the truly radical leaders who help us see the promised land and defeat our oppressors.
Some of those leaders, as in earlier times, will be scandalised and even assassinated (even if only in the
political sense) but we should be ready to rally behind those who replace them, for you can kill a revolutionary,
but you cannot kill an idea whose time has come. | hope you enjoy the show.
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