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The British and French governments are at loggerheads again, sparked this time by the recent Channel
disaster. The innocent lives lost would undoubtedly have included citizens of countries previously colonised by
the two rivals. One is reminded of the fact that they were on opposite sides of the Nigerian Civil War, recalled
in this play. In that conflict, Britain’s Labour government sided with the Nigerian administration, secretly selling
them arms in defiance of international conventions. France supported the underdogs, presumably hoping for
favourable access to the oil that lay under Biafran soil. One of the weapons with which Nigeria forced the
surrender of Biafra was starvation — stopping food supplies to innocent millions — again with the connivance of
British Labour. As we wonder if and how the latest Covid variant (not to talk of further Brexit fall-out) might
dampen Christmas cheer for us, our leaders are complicit in the starvation and deaths of Afghan people, by
going along with the US blockade of the Taliban regime that they and their allies literally helped return to
power. The looming famine in that country appears not to be of major concern to the leadership of either of the
two main parties here, which some now describe as two cheeks of the same, er, backside. Britain’'s most
distinguished Prime Minister, Churchill, and his cabinet, are blamed for being instrumental in the 1943 Bengal
famine, because they insisted that food from that region was sent away to feed troops fighting in WWIL.
Decades after Indian independence, farmers have recently won a major victory against the current leader with
a year-long protest against neo-liberal laws they claimed would have made them prone to exploitation. From
an African perspective their action is inspiring, for it shows that even though the self-governance that millions
fought and died for was hijacked by new oppressors of the same colour as the oppressed, the same collective
and determined action on the ground that saw off the colonisers can once again transform our societies. That
goes for this country too — for it is becoming clearer by the day that this rapacious, corrupt and racist
government has no opposition in the Mother of all Parliaments. | hope you enjoy the show.
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