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INTRODUCTION

Langston Hughes (1902-1967) never achieved commercial success in his lifetime yet remains to this day
one of the most prolific and highly respected poets of all time. A leading light in the so called Harlem
Renaissance, it is said his poetry is set to music more than any other American poet.

His oeuvre spans short stories, commercial librettos for musicals and opera, journalism and plays, He also

wrote extensively on Jazz and was an innovator of ‘Jazz Poetry’. It has been a difficult, but hugely enjoyable
task to select a few example of his work to present to you tonight.

ACT1 ACT2

Where not listed, assorted short excerpts are from his autobiographies ‘The Big Sea’ and ‘| Wonder As | Wander’

Honeysuckle Rose | Got Plenty of Nothin'
(Fats Waller and Andy Razaf) (George Gershwin, Ira Gershwin and DuBose Heyward)
Harlem Note on Commercial Theatre
The Glory of Negro History Satin Doll
The Negro Speaks of Rivers (Duke Ellington) .
The Way You Look Tonight |  FourWay Celebration
Uerome Kern & Dorothy Fields) Freedom Train
Envoy to Africa Don't Get Around Much Any More
| Got It Bad (And That Ain’t Good) (Duke Ellington & Bob Russell)
(Duke Ellington & Paul Webster) Strange Fruit
Blues At Dawn (Lewis Allan)
MotherToSon | Justice
BluesinTheNight | White Man
(Harold Arlen & Johnny Mercer) Miss Otis Regrets
Man of the Year for 1958 (Cole Porter)
Theme For EnglishB | Commenton War
Days of Wine and Roses Body Here, Leg There
Park Benching Some Day
Madam's Calling Cards L’lfée%g gggl;ﬂhat Away From Me
| Guess ' “iﬁﬂhﬁ;ﬁﬁ{,ﬁ‘;ﬂﬂﬁg Faults of The Soviet Union
Cross ILIe]tter to ;I\}\? Af:demy
Sylvester's Dying Bed réam A wor
I]eath i Aﬂ OI d S eaman (William Grant Still, words: Langston Hughes)

(Cecil Cohen, words: Langston Hughes)
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