
It is interesting that both the British Prime Minister and the Scottish First 
Minister are descendants of immigrants from former British colonies: 
India, Pakistan, Kenya and Tanzania. The families’ life stories would 
make epic long-running film sagas worthy of the biggest film production 
houses. And however long and successful such series are, there will be 
inevitable omissions, as not everything can fit into a neat story, and it 
also depends on who controls the narrative. Migration stories are 
indeed dominating the airwaves presently, and sadly, much of it is to do 
with the hundreds and thousands of deaths in the Mediterranean and 
the Channel. Southern European and British commentators and 
politicians alike are reserving much of their criticism for refugees, 
immigrants and people-smugglers, and not on the conditions that cause 
people to flee their homes in the first place. That is deliberate, because 
an examination of the causes would lead directly back to these shores: 
to the history of slavery and colonisation and to contemporary trade 
practices: from continuing exploitation of human and natural resources 
to the arms trade, which sets other regions alight. The “promotion of 
democracy” abroad is also selectively discussed, as witnessed by the 
readiness with which Western arms are used to install or change 
regimes, or how vocal or silent Western capitals are when regimes in 
other parts of the world change. For example, indignation is being 
expressed at the coups d’état that have removed some apparently 
democratically elected heads of state in the Sahel region of Africa. The 
fact that the coups are popular with the general populace who saw 
those leaders as representations of neo-colonialism receives less 
attention than the alleged danger of those simple-minded people 
coming under the influence of Russia and China. It is also better not to 
talk about the fact that the present Ukraine War and government can be 
traced back to a Western-instigated coup in 2014. That is inconvenient. 
Also inconvenient is the fact that in Pakistan, the incredibly popular 
Prime Minister, Imran Khan (a great cricketer in his time) was deposed 
on instruction from the USA for among other things refusing to side with 
the West against Russia in the ongoing conflict, and is currently in 
prison, with his life in danger. That Messrs Sunak and Yousaf remain 
silent about this single troubling issue confirms that coups have 
happened here too, and regardless of the colour of their skin, our 
leaders serve not the people, but a global elite whose greed neither 
knows nor respects boundaries, people or the planet. 
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