The story of the Land and Freedom Army of Kenya (the Mau Mau)
features in this play — particularly how it was portrayed as a terrorist
organisation intent on unjustifiably, illegally and wantonly using violence
to evict peace-loving Brits from their lands. Said Brits were forced to
resort to internment, imprisonment, torture and murder to defend their
honour. Nelson Mandela, once famously declared the head of a terrorist
organisation and imprisoned for three decades, also features. He at
least was not assassinated, like many others were. These figures and
stories of recent African History offer a useful perspective on
contemporary events, African or otherwise. In Palestine for instance, a
barbaric settler community whose government contains self-declared
fascists, terrorises an indigenous population with unprecedented
impunity, justifying the assassination of activists, journalists and
ordinary citizens by declaring them terrorists. So extreme has their
brutality become that even war-mongering heads of governments
previously unquestioning in their support of Israel occasionally express
concern at their behaviour. Their extremism has now led even the
dominant Jewish (mainly settler) population to rise up against, falling
victim to milder forms of the state violence previously only directed at
Palestinians. In the Sahel region of Africa, people are also on the
streets in their thousands, but this time celebrating the non-violent
ousting of the former leader of Niger. The sanctimonious outrage in
Western capitals and media is interesting to behold. Of course, this is
because it was not done properly: regime change must be violent; it can
only be brought about by external intervention. And sure enough,
fingers are being pointed at Russia, since Africans are clearly incapable
of deciding for themselves when neo-colonialism can no longer be
tolerated. And with a methodology utilised even during Trans-Atlantic
slavery times, Black overseers, in the persons of some leaders of
ECOWAS, are all-too-ready to show their loyalty to their white masters
by offering to mete out violence on their brothers and sisters. And who
benefits from all this? Western arms manufacturers and dealers,
bankers and elites. A new flood of refugees from the region will also
soon become demonised and dehumanised as they swell the numbers
trying desperately to flee to Europe, only to find themselves far less
welcome than blue-eyed, blonde-haired Ukrainian refugees. One
wonders how long it will be before British folk reject the diet of lies and
take to the streets to oust their leaders, like freedom fighters elsewhere.
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