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The G7 is in full swing in Cornwall, in what looks like another media circus as leaders of some of the world’s 
richest and most polluting countries discuss climate change. The British PM’s choice to travel that distance by 
plane didn’t go unnoticed, and for some, this was just one more reason not to trust anything he says on the 
permanent campaign trail. It is also interesting to be reminded that Russia was expelled from what was the G8, 
in protest at its annexation of Crimea, although impartial students of geopolitics may feel that there may be 
some merit to Russia’s claims. China’s recent statement that the days when a small group of countries decided 
the fate of the world were long gone must also have made uncomfortable hearing. Others whose absence is 
noteworthy include the Netherlands, Spain and Portugal –whose slavery and colonial history earned them 
huge wealth and influence, since diminished to the extent that they no longer earn their place at the top table. 
The Presidents of the European Union and European Commission are both in attendance too, indicating that 
Europe as a whole still exerts huge international global influence, and fully intends for that to continue for as 
long as possible. Where the challenges to this status quo will come from is difficult to see right now, but it is at 
least instructive, and indeed inspiring to revisit earlier times when struggles against the seemingly invincible 
colonial powers were in full swing, and would ultimately be successful. What was not clear at the time is now 
better understood – that many of those who sought the power they wrested from their former oppressors would 
eventually join the international class of oppressors. Stories such as the ones being shared in this play today 
will therefore remind us of the need to continue earlier struggles, not least by arming ourselves with the basic 
education with which to see through the charade that our leaders engage in, and remind ourselves where the 
power to achieve real change really lies, especially when we act in solidarity.   I hope you enjoy the show.   
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recently as part of Northern Ballet's Cultural Runway collaboration with Burberry. 
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