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Greetings, and welcome. Anybody who saw footage of the US president at a rally yesterday, promoting coal
as the fuel of the future would probably not realise that they were watching a man for whom the possibility of
impeachment and indictment on criminal charges looms very large. The crowd were as enthusiastic about him
as they were when he was first running for office. What was additionally amazing to me was the number of
Black people in the crowd cheering away for this man who is allegedly in bed with, among many others, white
supremacists. One wonders at how and where to start a conversation with such people, but as the Chinese
proverb says, the journey of a thousand miles starts with a first step. This play aims to help people a number of
steps along the path of knowledge of world history, regardless of where they may already be on that journey.
The play would probably also be useful for the Canadian Conservative MP who has recently been tweeting
about ‘extreme multiculturalism,’ arguing that ‘... it will destroy what has made us such a great country.' He
seems to be unaware, or to have forgotten the genocide of the people on whose land we stand, unless of
course he is one of those that doesn’t consider them fully human. That would be particularly stupid,
considering the knowledge that First Nations people still hold as to how to take care of the planet that we
continue to kill with our lifestyle. That people like this and #45 gained enough support to rise to the influential
positions they now occupy, and the fact that there are so many such supporters and politicians out there
suggests that we urgently need to continue having these conversations, so that hearts and minds can be won
by peaceful means before it’s too late. One is grateful for the gift of story-telling and song with which to
celebrate shared histories and acknowledge common humanity, as we seek solutions to seemingly intractable
problems. If a few politicians have to be removed along the way, so be it. I hope you enjoy the show.
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