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Greetings, and welcome. As we prepare to watch England play New Zealand in the Cricket World Cup finals
on Sunday, it may surprise some to learn that England has never once won the competition. The men’s, that is
— as the women’s team has won it three times. That may account for the expectation surrounding the
Lionesses — England’s team during the recent Women’s Football World Cup competition. Many among the
English may not have noticed the sense of entitlement, a feeling of divine destiny, almost, that the Lionesses
would not only get to the finals, but would also cause a huge upset and return victorious from France with the
trophy. It was therefore humbling for the English that they would ultimately end up in fourth place — denying
their compatriots a much-needed boost in national morale in these bizarre political times. It is worth reflecting
on where this attitude comes from, namely Empire, and before that, Slavery. And the way those two world-
changing phenomena were achieved: with the aid of lethal technology — the manufacture of weaponry that
would obliterate people by the dozen, in the hundreds, the thousands — and appropriate those people’s
territories and resources for the motherland. This is not to say that the British or other European Empires were
the first on earth (there is enough evidence of impressive ones elsewhere in the world, including in Africa), but
it frames the world view of most people today, and its origins should therefore be continuously examined and
scrutinised. This is necessary not just for people of English descent, but for those from the former colonies, as
too many of us are also ignorant of the history behind the state of the world, and indeed of the United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland. It is interesting how and why that last territory has proved to be such an
inconvenience to those who seek to put the “Great” back into Britain, but that's another story. That
notwithstanding, may the best side win on Sunday, whatever the origins of their players, and may they remind
us all that no country is complete or viable without the histories and the contributions of its minorities.
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THE GIANT, IN A NUTSHELL, and another one titled FROM BLACK AFRICA TO THE WHITE HOUSE: a talk
about Black Political Resistance, illustrated with spirituals. He researched, wrote and narrated to camera a
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