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“It's one small step for [a] man, one giant leap for mankind.” Fifty years ago exactly, this was the phrase that
aptly described humankind’s greatest technological achievement. With it came the hope of a better future for
all people, although this was probably not shared by most in Africa, where in Nigeria for example, a civil war
was raging. In Congo, the population were still recovering from the shock of the murder of their great
independence leader, Patrice Lumumba, and the excesses of the new President Mobutu were still not obvious
to the outside world. Americans were also still reeling from the murders of Martin Luther King and Bobby
Kennedy, and their own President, Richard Nixon, was able to bask in the glory of the lunar achievement while
setting the stage for his corrupt and malign terms in office. To almost all but the most ardent internationalist
Civil Rights activists there, Africa remained a long way away. Several small and big technological steps have
been achieved by humankind in the time since, but one can also point to many giant leaps backward in several
areas of human activity. Africa has suffered more than her fair share of these regressions, thanks to continuing
interference in her affairs by international interests and internal elites, but it is getting increasingly difficult to
adopt the position that the continent is irrelevant to the rest of the world. The current Ebola crisis spreading out
of the Democratic Republic of Congo, where several years of military conflict have been consistently ignored
by the world’s media, may once again prove this point - if what happened during the last crisis a few years ago
is repeated - whereby the disease found a way into Europe and the US. Had the overthrow and murder of
Lumumba 58 years ago not happened, things would undoubtedly be different there now, and the same can be
said of practically every country on the Continent. As the consequences of the continued exploitation of Africa
become increasingly obvious, the retelling of these stories should serve both as a warning to us as we view our
current crop of leaders, but also as a source of inspiration as we continue to seek solutions to our problems.
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numerous awards at festivals in the UK and Canada, as well as highly favourable reviews in the press — most
notably The Guardian and BBC Radio 4. He has toured it around the UK, the USA, Canada, Jamaica and
Nigeria, including New York’s Carnegie Hall in 2012. He delivers a lecture/concert called PAUL ROBESON —
THE GIANT, IN A NUTSHELL, and another one titled FROM BLACK AFRICA TO THE WHITE HOUSE: a talk
about Black Political Resistance, illustrated with spirituals. He researched, wrote and narrated to camera a
piece on West African History before the Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade, which forms part of the permanent exhibit
at Liverpool’s International Slavery Museum. His 15-minute play, HALF MOON, which also deals with ancient
Africa, has been performed several times in the UK. His has developed a piece titled WHAT HAPPENS?
featuring the writings of African American Langston Hughes, for performance with live jazz accompaniment. He
has been published in The Guardian, The Morning Star, NERVE Magazine, Modern Ghana and Searchlight
Magazine. JUST AN ORDINARY LAWYER premiered at the 2016 Edinburgh Fringe, and featured in the
National Black Theatre Festival in Winston-Salem, USA in August 2017, and at the Harare International
Festival of the Arts, Zimbabwe in May 2018.

Tim Mottershead, Piano. Tim studied music at Liverpool Community College and at Aberdeen University. He
is regarded as an authority on the English composers Edmund Rubbra and Alan Rawsthorne, and has
contributed to several scholarly publications, most notably TEMPO. He is a keen advocate of world music,
having performed or written in several genres from Iragi Oud music, to Gamelan, to music for Maypole
dancing. He played in the Indian classical music group Raga Jyoti from 2000 to 2012.



Amanda Huxtable, Director. Amanda Huxtable is an experienced Theatre Director, Creative Producer and
Trustee. She has recently completed a successful two year role as the Changemaker and Artistic Associate at
Hull Truck Theatre. Amanda is a Trustee and Chair of the Board for RUC (Reggae, Jazz, Contemporary)
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