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Greetings, and welcome. It is more than likely that there are thousands of people out there who are very uneasy
that the high office of home secretary is now being occupied by the offspring of immigrants from Pakistan, of all
places. This might even extend to some of his cabinet colleagues, considering the anti-immigrant policies that many
of them have supported recently. Still, the prime minister probably thought it an excellent political move to appoint
him, in an effort to counter the bad smell left by the Windrush Generation scandal. On the one hand, it points to
racial inclusivity at the highest ranks of government, and on the other it maintains the tradition of those positions
having been reserved either for the upper classes or for those from good capitalist stock (Mr. Javid had a successful
career as a merchant banker). A master-stroke, she probably thought, but we remember what a mistake her
previous master-stroke (the surprise election) turned out to be, and she and her supporters might already be feeling
nervous as the new home secretary has already joined the ranks of those pressurising her from within her party on
Brexit. Goodness only knows where this will end. It reminds one of the major legal and political mistake that was
made in South Africa way back in 1963, when instead of the death penalty that others had been given before him,
Nelson Mandela and his colleagues were sentenced to life imprisonment at the Rivonia trial, for the false accusation
of treason. There are countless other examples of the lies told by the British and other European empires to their
people in justifying their actions abroad, but we are reminded that just like a compulsive liar will always eventually
be found out, people who try to deny freedom and justice to others will undoubtedly fall on their swords in the
fullness of time, especially when the oppressed are relentless in their quest for freedom. It is perhaps
understandable why many people despair at today’s political and economic climate, and wonder if there is any point
in joining any resistance to the status quo. We can draw inspiration from many historical movements and individuals,
and this play presents a few from Africa and from the Diaspora. Their bravery is surely a call to us, their descendants,
to lend our own efforts to the expression “The Empire Strikes Back,” even if we do so from unlikely positions like
from within the cabinet of a Conservative administration. I hope you enjoy the show.
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