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Greetings, and welcome. “If you are not careful, the newspapers will have you hating the people who are being
oppressed, and loving the people who are doing the oppressing.” This is a quote attributed to Malcolm X, that fearful,
dangerous revolutionary. It comes to mind as one watches Labour back-benchers attacking their leadership over
anti-Semitism that they seem to believe is rife in and unique to their party, while saying nothing as unarmed
Palestinians are gunned down in full view of the world in Gaza. It comes to mind when our leaders use questionable
legal justification to authorise bombing raids in foreign nations (and arm tyrants elsewhere), while remaining
patently unable or unwilling to solve the housing crisis on these shores. It comes to mind when one contrasts the
news coverage of the passing of a former US First Lady with that of Winnie Madikizela-Mandela. It also comes to
mind as Cuba enters a new era today when the second Castro hands power over to a new leader who was actually
not a part of the revolution in that country — a revolution that saw off a capitalist oligarchy and brought in the
longest-surviving socialist state in the world. Despite the poor state of their economy (thanks in large measure the
five-decade-long economic embargo by the USA) it remains the envy of the world when it comes to health and
education being free on demand to all its citizens. Their support for African peoples trying to shake off the yoke
colonialism is legendary, as is the way they sent doctors round the world to help in times of crisis and to provide
rudimentary care and training. This was perhaps most starkly illustrated when during the recent Ebola crisis Cuba
sent a medical corps to West Africa and the Americans sent the Army. When in the US, Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE) heavy-handedly apprehend, detain and deport people who have lived and contributed there for
decades, forcibly separating them from their long-established families, we smugly look on and describe it as another
symptom of a country whose madness we have watched peak over the last few years. That is, until we see it
happening here, to The Windrush Generation, whose forebears had been trafficked by the British to the Caribbean,
enslaved there, and whose parents had been invited to this country to help rebuild it after the ravages of WWII — a
war fought with the aid of millions of British subjects. Skeletons can’t remain in cupboards forever, for former Home
Secretaries of former Empires. This play seeks to add to lighting of those dark corners, so that we can be reminded of
whose side we need to be on, as we seek to right the wrongs of history, and of today. | hope you enjoy the show.
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