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Greetings, welcome. “Vote for Labour, and the UK will become a banana republic, like Venezuela!” I
predict it won’t be long before that becomes part of the Tories’ rhetoric in the election campaign over the
next few weeks. The current leadership in that South American former beacon of socialism argue that their
country’s travails can be directly attributed to the USA’s meddling. They also suspect that their former
leader, Hugo Chavez, whose death precipitated the dramatic decline of the country was actually slowly
assassinated by the Americans. That may not be as far-fetched as many may think, and as this play
illustrates, the US, and our beloved country have a long history of that sort of thing. Jeremy Corbyn can
therefore be grateful that what he is suffering at the hands of the establishment is nothing more than total
media bias, misrepresentation and dismissal as a loser. The tens of thousands who voted him into the
leadership of the Labour Party (twice) also are dismissed, even by colleagues in his parliamentary party, as
lunatic extremists. So too it was with those who supported liberation struggles in Africa and the Diaspora, a
few of whom are remembered in this new play. What I hope to achieve with it is to remind us of the history
of this country’s malignant involvement in Africa, and also the bravery of many people in the affected
countries (and here) in resisting those evil forces. They can serve as an inspiration in the fight that we face
in the few weeks leading up to the next election, because they overcame even larger obstacles than those
that are currently stacked against opposition parties here. Few politicians have demonstrated as much as
Jeremy Corbyn has, a total commitment to the liberation of oppressed peoples in other countries, or
understood and communicated who in these parts it is that orchestrating the mayhem and exploitation, and
that is why he is seen as a danger to the establishment, and why so much energy has been devoted to
vilifying and denigrating him. This of course is only the opinion of one lowly individual on the fringes of the
arts, but there are many more out there who share this view, and I am grateful for this opportunity to state
my position unashamedly and without fear, in the hope that all of us who do so provide a strong backing
chorus to the man and the party who, in our opinion, represent the best choice for the people of this
country, and for the peace and stability of the rest of the world. I hope you enjoy the show.
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